CATCH YOUR BALANCE OR YOU MIGHT FALL

By Linda Green

My balancing beginning:  Story of trip to Dallas tournament with partner,
Arlene, and our discussion and what we vowed to do.  The way I, as a 
novice, discovered this.  
Principles:  When to balance vs. suits:
· When they find a known eight or more card fit, and stop at a low level, your partnership also has a fit, and the balance of the rest of the points.

· Minus 110 is rarely a good result for your side when they play in their eight or nine card fit and just make it, so balancing is not as risky as you might think.  Have no fear, as it is the right thing to do under the right circumstances.
· Balancing in competitive auctions and finding your own fit is the ACTION.  Remember, also, that when your partner balances, he is already bidding his own hand and your hand.  One of three things will happen.  They will be pushed one level higher than they chose to be so you might be able to set them; or, they will not go a level higher in their known fit and you may end up playing it in your fit, and either make it or go down one, or not vulnerable, even two, (better than – 110) or, they will make 3, which they were always going to make, even at the two level.  
Fit showing auctions:  Balance in these auctions for sure, regardless of vulnerability.
1. Bid, and raise of a suit;

2. 1m, 1H, 1S, 2S, pass;

3. 1C, 1S, 1N, 2C, pass.
Non-fit showing auctions:
1. 1H, 1N, 2C, 2H; this is a preference and does not promise an eight card fit;

2. 1D, 1H, 2C, 2D (and further, opener returns to the 4/3 heart fit; also a preference which could be only a 7 card fit; and, 3 suits have been bid.
Balancing actions:

1. Double, when you have the other major 4 cards long;

2. Bid no trump as a minor suit balance on hands where you don’t have a four card major; (Note:  no trump is rarely real in competitive auctions)
3. Bid your own suit, but be aware of safe and unsafe auctions.  Could one of the opponents have 4 of your 5 card suit?
Responding to your partner’s balancing double of opponents spade fit:
1. Bid the other major; or
2. Bid 2N, showing the minors.
Unsafe balances:
1. Opponents bidding:  1C, 1S, 1NT, pass to you.  Bidding hearts as a balancing action here is considered unsafe because the suit could still be held in the opening bidder’s hand; so be careful here.

2. Don’t balance if you have length in their suit, length meaning more than 3.

3. Don’t balance if you suspect your partner has length in their suit.  Length meaning more than 3.

Balancing in the pass out seat (last):
i.e.; 1C, p, p, to you:

The more clubs you hold, the less likely it is that your partner has values because he took no direct action over the opening club bid and most assuredly DOES have the right shape.  

The fewer club you hold, the more likely it is that your partner has clubs and the wrong shape for an immediate take-out double, so he could still have values.  

A balancing no trump shows 10-14 points in my partnership; and, transfers and Stayman are off.  Any suit partner bids, in response to one no-trump, are meant to be played.  A cue bid is the only forcing bid.  You do not have to have their suit stopped to bid a balancing no trump, you are only telling partner that you have a balanced hand in the 10-14 point range.
Hand 1:      Axxx, Qx, Qxxxx, Kx, 

Hand 2:      Axx, Qx, Qxxx, Kxxx

Hand 3:      Ax, QJTx, Kxx, Kxx, 

The auction has gone:

	You
	LHO
	PARTNER
	RHO

	Pass
	1H
	Pass
	2H

	Pass
	Pass
	Double
	Pass

	?
	
	
	


With Hand 1:  Bid 2S.  Partner is already bidding your values.
With Hand 2:  Bid 2N.  (It denies 4 spades and shows a minor suited hand.                                           Partner can now bid a minor.  2N is never to play in competitive balancing                                        
                                     auctions.

With Hand 3:  Bid 3C/3D.  Pass is not an option here because remember that the opponents have 18-22 points, and you have 13:  1H (12+ to 14 points), 2H (6-9 points) and you have 13, so since partner is very weak for his balance, his hand must be very distributional in the minors.  
	You
	LHO
	PARTNER
	RHO

	Pass
	1H
	Pass
	2H

	Pass
	Pass
	2N (minor suit balance)
	Pass

	?
	
	
	


With hand 1 above:  Bid 3D

With hand 2 above:  Bid 3D or 3C

With hand 3 above:  Bid 3C or 3D

Spades is not going to produce an 8 or 9 card fit for your side.

	You
	LHO
	PARTNER
	RHO

	
	1C
	Pass
	Pass

	?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


With hand 1 above:  Bid 1D, you don’t have 3 card support for hearts.
With hand 2 above:  Balance with 1N, showing a balanced hand (10-14).

With hand 3 above:  Again, bid a balancing (10-14) no-trump.
BALANCE, BALANCE, BALANCE - CATCH YOUR BALANCE OR YOU COULD FALL!!  It is safe, it is right!  Try it!  But think and envision!
Two books I highly recommend:

“Balancing” and “Judgment at Bridge,” both written by Mike Lawrence and available to you at this bridge tournament bookstore and/or can be ordered on the Baron Barclay website.  
